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is salvation really to be gained. At least we feel that
we may count upon their support so far as we have
gone; we hope shortly to advance arguments to
suggest that, if each sect were to examine carefully
its own foundation-stones and to make intelligent
inquiry into the beliefs of others, with particular
reference to the character, state of development and
peculiar needs of the peoples holding such alien
beliefs, they would be likely to discover a most
surprising parallelism among nearly all religions, as
well as a remarkably sound basis for mutual respect
and broad-minded co-operation in the work of the
future.

Even the fatalist amongst believers, who denies
to man the possession of free will and regards
every occurrence as pre-ordained by a higher power,
should raise no objection to an attempt towards
improvement, regarding such at the worst merely as
a waste of effort.

Let us, therefore, now leave behind the small
proportion of those actually inimical to any religious
cult or teaching and boldly adopt as our formula for
those who will follow, and for those others who will
give it their sympathetic regard, our fourth and main
premiss :

That it is highly desirable that a rational creed
should be energetically presented to the people in that
manner f consistent with the dignity and spiritual
attributes of the subject, which is deemed most likely
to ensure its acceptance.

And here let us first of all inquire in some detail
how far the Established Church of England is working
towards the attainment of this desirable goal, and
what measure of success, if any, can be anticipated
from its present policy and activities for the
enlightenment and guidance of its people.